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Prljne Mufr ter Debrfi opened the meeting expressing his satisfaction 
at the vlslwoir the Secretary and referred to the heavy responsibilities 
which the sAretary had assumed, and the great expectations which the 
world had fdf the future. Foreign Minister Couve de Murville said he 
thought the meetings this week in Paris had gone well, and faster than 
expected. The Secretary said we hoped the Geneva Foreign Ministers' 
meeting would also go well though of course that would be more difficult. 
He hoped the four Western powers could maintain there the same friendly 
relations, Couve said that the talks of the past two days in Paris proved 
that we would not organize every step of the Oeneva meeting in advance , 
and that the principal problems were, after all, not among ourselves or 
even with the British, but with the Soviets. Febr* said that the Soviets 
were very anxious to have some success over Berlin and that the British 
failure to realise this fact was a serious problem for the Germans and 
for ourselves. However, to let them have a success on Berlin would 
definitely hawi the Atlantic Alliance. 

Couve said that the French believed the Foreign Ministers' meeting 
was important In itself and not Just as a preview to a summit meeting. 
The Oeneva meeting must outline something for the future. The British 
wished to leave substantive discussion to a summit meeting which was not 
suited to such discussions, Debri asked if we thought that a summit 
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meeting should have a different and broader agenda than a Fcrreign 
Ministers 1 meeting. The Seoretary replied in the affirmative and said 
that of course at a sunmit meeting, the Heads of Government were free 
to evoke any problems which they wished. DebrS agreed and said that, 
if the Soviets really wished to talk about a wide variety of things, wo 
should query them about the Middle East and the Par East. Also, we 
should warn them about creating incidents in other areas of the world. 

The Secretary then referred to the de Oaulle Plan for aid to under 
developed areas and said de Oaulle was of course free to raise this at 
a siwmit meeting, but we would like further details regarding this plan- 
In reply, Debr* referred to East-West differences on a number of issues, 
and thought that the difficult economic situation in various areas of 
the world gave the Soviets room to maneuver and to blackmail us. He 
wondered if we could not cgduee tensions by putting an end to this 
economic battleffWBUBynwiWapplying this plan to these economic battle- 
grounds. Couldn't we have a common economic policy with the Soviets and 
for example build the Aswan Dam as a oommon program. He noted Iraq, Guiiioa, 
etc. as examples of the type of area he had in mini. He thought an offer 
of such a common economic policy In far parts of the world would have a 
good effect in world public opinion. He stressed this not be Just a vat-jue 
offer, but a real proposal to reaoh-an understanding. He thought 'hat 
if the Soviets rejected our offer it would cause them propaganda diffi- 
culties. 

The Secretary said we would have difficulties if the proposal were 
for the pooling of resources for a commonly-administered program, but 
if it were a proposal for a program employing separate resources, we 
would of course study it further. Debr6 said that without oo/unenting 
at this time on administrative arrangements, he wanted to say that thia 
program would put the Soviets in a difficult position because it would 
prove that the West is willing to cooperate anywhere in the world. Couve 
referred to the practice of certain Middle Eastern nations in playing off 
the West against the Soviets. He said he believed that was what was called 
:t positive neutrality". While the Middle Eastern countries particularly 
followed this practice, Indonesia was another example. 

Debr6 said that if there were a summit meeting, it was olcar especially 
in Europe that 3oviets would use it for massive propaganda purposes. 
Perhaps the Soviets would wish to settle some issues, and perhaps the 
British were partly correct in their assessment of the situation, but tha 
principal Soviet interest was in a propaganda success as a further element 
in their peaoe campaign. Debr6 agreed we should continue to develop our 
ideas, but also remain on guard to prevent such a Soviet propaganda ouoaesu.. 
He thought US public opinion less susceptible than that in Europe in thiu 
context, but stressed we should not underestimate this propaganda aspect 
of summit meeting, which was fundamental. He thought it would be more 
difficult for Soviets to use Foreign Ministers 1 meeting for these objectives 

and 
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and that at the Geneva meeting we should proceed cautiously 'and simply 
prevent a rupture there. The Secretary agreed to Debre's comment that a 
; bi-partisan policy now existed but pointed out that even in the United 
* States there were always dangers of foreign policy Issues becoming also 
domeatie political problems. Couve said that In Prance, only the 
Coomunist Party opposed French Government policy on Germany and said 
that the recent foreign affairs debate In the Assembly was proof of this. 

Couve asked where a summit meeting should be held. If it is held. 
The Secretary said we had no fixed position. Couve noted that the 
British had proposed the summit meeting should be held on board a ship, 

?« \i "SX l 2' t ,Ji* 3ecretar y 8ald we had some worries about holding it 
in the Waited States for security reasons, especially m New York. He 
noted the presence of extremely bitter Hungarian and other Eastern 

n^!f!J r^ 8 ^ J" *?* Uhlted St * te3 whlch wre >«** *<> ^ntrol. Couve 
noted that Khrushchev had spoken on several occasions of holding the 

f^TSi 5!*! 1118 * 1 * 1 &m Prano * 8 <*> «nd believed he wanted to have It in the 
united States for propaganda purpoaes. The Secretary agreed that 
Khrushchev wanted to come to the United Statea. He said we would not 

2eu?3'SSi^f 0t VT? S" "e^ 1 ** a™"* 8 ** noted that Khrushchev 
would undoubtedly wish to travel around outside the conference and this 

SSL^! JEST?; * C ° UVe . Sald he WUld «nd«*tedly like to travel 
around the United States and show himself to be friendly, etc. The 

ffff!^ aald he had «P»ss«d a desire to see the large industrial 

it «!u f our countr y* Couv « referred to the propaganda aspects of 

«.! IST* 1 vlGit J n ? j tllo «eht a Khrushchev trip through the united states 

5?*SI fJTn 800 * 1 ldea * *" S«°retary said there was a certain super- 

1 £!« JS?L e f° Va be ° aUSe of paat fallure ' «* Couve said we could 
always shift to Lausanne. 

Debre then asked the Secretary If he wished to discuss problems of 
the Atlantic Alliance. The Secretary replied In the affirmative and said 
we were disturbed at the failure to settle the atomic stockpile problem. 
The nine US fighter squadrons for whioh we wished to introduce atomic 
weapons were important during the present Berlin crisis. We wished this 
matter settled because General Norstad said we needed these squadrons 
properly equipped. If for their own reasons, the French were not prepared 
to have the atomio stockpile on their territory, it would be necessary to 
move the squadrons elsewhere. 

Debri said that he would like to answer the Secretary's point frankly. 
He said he and Couve had discussed these problems at length with Oeneral 
de Gaulle. He said that these talks had been necessary as It was un- 
Jf?*? 16 -* ta £° my decl8i <«w on these matters without full examination 
with the Oeneral. Therefore the thoughts he was expressing were not 
personal ones but the considered view of the Government. He added that 
the time had eome to examine here and in the United States the fundamental 
problem which were posed in the Atlantic Alliance. He said that front the 
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Prench^viewpoliit there were three problems which he would outline and 
.that It wee within this context which could be solved the difficulty 
rwhich General Korstad had raised. He said these problem had all been 
>evoked before, and that he realised It was difficult to reach answers 
to all of them. He said the followlnc were the jthree problems: 

1) The de Oaulle Memorandum of last September wherein the French 
Government expounded Its legitimate desire for permanent tripartite 
consultations in order to effect world-wide oosmon polioies. 

2) Debrft regretted that previous French governments had never 
explained this problem and as a result Prance had suffered greatly from 
lack of support for her interests in the Mediterranean, Algeria and 
Africa, He said Joxe had told Couve that the French had not in the 
past clearly explained this problem. Whether we like it or not, France 
has as much future in Algeria and in the Mediterranean as in Europe ♦ 
France wishes to consolidate the Atlantic Alliance through agreement 
especially with the United States on French objectives in the Medi- 
terranean and Africa. France must square her responsibilities in Europe 
with those in Africa. The events of May, 1958 in Algeria were caused 

in large part by the feeling of frustration in Algeria regarding lack 
of understanding on the part of France 1 s allies, and the lack of a 
ooramon Western policy for Algeria, 

3) Progress must be made in the field of atomic cooperation. It 
is realized that France is the asker (demandeur) in this case. Never- 
theless the matter is of extreme importance and France seeks cooperation 
both in the field of the peaceful uses and military uses of atomic energy* 

DebrA reiterated that the above represented the off icial policy of 
the French Government. lie thought progress in these fields was necessary 
and asked that the United States consider seriously the possibilities of 
having frank talks on these three points - tripartite consultations, 
cooperation on the Mediterranean, Algeria and Afrioa, and atomic coopera- 
tion* He said these were three problems to be handled on Franco- 1& bac.i.-i. 
Franco was admittedly the asker in the fields of tripartite consultation, 
and atomic cooperation. Point 2 - cooperation in the Mediterranean, 
Algeria and Africa - was an old problem which had been neglected in the 
past* 

The Secretary replied that he would comment briefly. He was sorry 
the French had linked the atomic stockpile question with the three other 
questions listed above, as he thought the need for the atomic stockpile 
was in connection with the common defense, whereas the other three points 
were ones which should be discussed but disassociated from the atomic 
stockpile. With regard to tripartite consultations, the Secretary said 
we were agreeable to such talks, but did not wish to institutionalize 

them 
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thourfit that fltttM.^JST subcommittees to study specific problems. He 
a#~7«. *v o * re « ard *° Point S on the Mediterranean, Algeria and 

we would ha <«» ,i 4 m. *««uiwi eixeoiea tneir first atomic explosion, 
we would be in a different position, and could talk substance *« +h!« 

Eh+i.tLL drench fleet. Ihe Secretary noted we had recently 

joint it£Z «SSS»LS5^S2rS. l,0 2 ^ taU '?* ■*»«*«« <* «» 

position Hhlcott^es^oSoJSgn! on ^l^STS^ P0WBrfUl 
that w> did not of ooutm toKwlh.TSf„r-?^I '^!'^ tb f Seo ">*«» «»id 

imx t«ik. «!«, u« would b. au«i.?Jd SrSt"I„tS;! 

teohnical details but said ^J*I„. replied that he did not know the 

structure. We «»+ hTL - rganisation of the Mediterranean command 

problems Sud^ thl m^^^ discusBions on these 

African poUcyT^So! BT2«rilff-23?lJ* tlon ' * tedlt «™™"« «* 
tal k8 on atcJc cooperation!* S^ac^ry 8 Sd°^^ 
the connection between atomio oooiierat?An?J +? J? W not qultft understand 
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, practices when Prance had never clearly expounded her view en the 
: importance of the Mediterranean and Africa to France. It was difficult 
to imagine either French military or civilian authorities giving stror- 
support to the Atlantic Alliance unless that organization and its 
principal members gave support to French Interests in the Kediteiv«n 6t .u 
and Africa. Algei-la is as vital to France as anything in Europe. 

The Secretary repeated his regret that the French were coupling th^t- 
issues and making it appear we were asking a favor in the atomic stock-- 
pile natter whereas in fact we merely wished to equip the nine fjvhter 
squadrons with atomic weapons in order to meet the emergency sit^'i.ior, 
?*ulw and f0r the coranon e ^' This question should not bo couplc-d 
with other more long-range issues. Debre said the fault was tliat of tv« 
Atlantic Treaty. He oust explain the relationship of tripartite con- 
suitat A ona, the French Mediterranean fleet, the atomic stockpile, etc 
This v/as a difficult problem to understand, and the difficulty could bf 
JS V J?ifSf *% *" ° ver * n negotiation covering problems within and benide 
the Atlantic Treaty. It would not be honest not to state that we will 
always have these recurring crises, even if there appears to be a linVf-v 
of problems which are superficially unrelated, until there is an ovornlT 
settlement. Fundamentally, Debre continued, these problems are linked 
because they are all related to the French national security. lie thou-; I'- 
ve was; better to state thin frankly. 

The Secretary said the Prime Minister would understand that prints " 
and 3 which Debre had mentioned took time to study and to seek to"i"«kr " 
adjustments, whereas the problem of the nine squadrons was an hsnedi? to 
one. He said he assumed the Prime Minister would understand if Gcwwi 
Worstad found it necessary to wove these squadrons. He said he w » so'v- , 
and hoped that this matter would not leak becauso it would bo extremely"" 
awkward, and difficult to prevent an adverse public reaction In th- " 
United Jta-toG if it became known that tho French were linking thos»* 
matters. Debre continued tliat matters wore never so simple as the- 
appeared. He understood the legislative difficulties under which we 
operated in the field of atomic cooperation, as well as the Con-ressio^ > 
problem involved. In the field of atomic research, France was ca»vyin" 
?£ +£ P ^ TT 1 "? for flve J^wa a h«avy economic and financial bir.Mo,, 
in tho field of atomic energy both in the peaceful uses and in tho wiliipv 
uoee sphere. France under these circumstancea will continue her atonic '■" ' 
program thougn the burden of this program for France could bo rodwei 
throutfi atomic cooperation. Both the military and industrial uses 
portions of the Franoh atomic program represented a heavy burden for hov . 

The Secretary explained that tho IJS legislation which covered this 

bnf i!?J!?V ,0t b f " d rf' fted f° afi *° *• dUMX'telnatory against France 
ut rather to protect the whole world from a series of requests to us 

StS^ t .?ff d f t0 ? C °? la Weap ° nS aUd 6ventuall y hope that the wort.ri 
situation will be suoh that wo can get rid of thorn. However, in the 

meamimo it would bo embarrassing to us if we did not have this 1erin]p-;-'or 
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and received requests from Italy, Japan and others for atomic weapons., 
Prance was developing an atomic know-how and the sitmtion would be 
Changed when she *»' achieved It. 

Debre said again that he believed it neoeaaary to speak very frankly 
about these difficult problems. He said there was no doubt rccardinr; 
basie French policy. He thought the problems which he had covered 
should have been explained before. He said all of the efforts of the 
French Government were to forge a solid France which would be asset 
to the West, pikI he believed a good start had been made in this dimccion. 

Debre then turned to the subject of anna for Guinea, and said this 
situation concerned Prance considerably. He, said there should be an 
agreement to pi-event Soviet arms shipments to Ouinea. He said thia 
subject could be discussed in the tripartite forum in Washington but wa 
must prevent finding that in two, three or fivo years popular democracies 
had emerged in Africa. He thought Comnunist efforts were even greater 
in Black Africa than in North Africa, and said France was prepared to 
undertake a cooperative effort to prevent Soviet exploitation in this 
region. The Secretary noted this was a real problem and referred to the 
emergence of more and more independent states in this area. He thought 
we had been right to limit arms shipments to the Middle East at one time, 
and added that difficulty vias in polloing suoh an agreement. 

Couve said discussions regarding Guinea could continue in Washington. 
Debre added that Guinea was only the first case, and that there would bo 
other similar ones. Oho arms shipments from Coiamunist countries were 
of course in effect gifts and not real sales. Debrft said he was also 
worried by the activity of the recent African Workers' Congress, and in 
the trend for Black African students to go to Communist bloc countries 
to study. Couve referred to the problem in the Belgian Congo aid said 
this was too large an area for Belgium to hold and expi^essed the view 
Belgium would in fact lose it. Debre said the prevention of the emergent; 
of Cofiiinwiist states in Africa was one more reason for cloee tripartite 
conaultations. The Secretary said that this situation had been one of 
the topios discussed with Joxo in Washington.. Debre said that the t,wuknu» 
for increased nropaganda in Africa based on racial considerations wan nlr.o 
disquieting as was *he development of a phenomenon suoh as flokou Tourc. 
He concluded noting that these situations were another reason to purnuo 
the do Gaulle Plan which was susceptible of putting the Soviets at a 
disadvantage. 

The Secretary concluded that Debre would understand that he was not 
prepared for a discussion of the Algerian situation as raised in the 
Debre letter an yet. Dabra closed noting the profound concern which 
Franco had in the problems which he had outlined to the Secretary today. 
The meeting terminated at 4:40 p.m. 
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